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Elementary School Newsletter 
 

TMSA Tiger Tales 
Monday, November 9, 2020 

Volume 3, Issue #5 

A Note from the Principal 

Dear TMSA Families, 
 
I hope you all are safe and healthy. We certainly are passing 
through unprecedented times. Staying healthy and safe is our 
first priority for our students, staff, and their families.  As you know, TMSA adapted to online 
education in March, and although we are doing very well with remote education, we are 
continuously working to perfect it. This situation requires an “all hands on deck” approach, so we 
are utilizing all available staff to ensure that the quality of our education remains as high as ever. 
  
Parental support is a key factor with online education, and we certainly cannot do this without you. 
We ask that you please follow up with your child’s progress on Schoology and keep in touch with 
the teachers. If you are having any difficulties navigating Schoology or figuring out how to upload 
student homework, please reach out to your child’s teacher(s) right away. We are already halfway 
through the second grading period. You don’t want to wait until report cards come out to find out 
there was a problem. 
  
We have made additional changes to support our teachers during distance learning by providing 
them with extra monitors, blue light glasses, and even hot spots for faster Internet connection, if 
needed. While making sure that the teachers have all of the essential tools to educate their 
students, we have also been making improvements to our school building for a possible 
reopening. A new air purification system has been installed, touchless bathroom fixtures are in 
place, and additional cleaning systems and protocols are in place. As of two weeks ago, our 
building opened to provide space for struggling students. A few of our teachers have recently 
started to hold science labs, robotics meet ups, and extracurricular activities either in the building 
or in the parking lot with small groups. 
  
We can see our pathway to success much more clearly now that all of the adjustments have been 
made for both online learning and at the school building level. I believe we have already begun to 
close the educational gap between students struggling with online learning and those who are 

Upcoming Events 

November 6-19: Online Book 
Fair  

November 11: Veteran’s Day 
(no school) 

November 23-27: Fall Break 

… 
To view a calendar of 

upcoming events click here. 
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doing well with it. Our Saturday School sessions are starting one by one, depending on the 
availability of teachers and the needs of students. Homework sessions, teacher office hours, and 
additional small group sessions are being offered for students needing extra help. Admin are busy 
contacting staff, students, and parents to try to find out how we can provide them with additional 
support. We are working hard to address what is being referred to as the “COVID-19 slide,” which 
some experts say will take quite some time to overcome. 
  
We are also doing what we can to support our students socially and emotionally as we realize the 
stress, anxiety, and loneliness that the pandemic has brought on, in addition to its physical 
ailments. Several of our clubs and other extracurricular activities are meeting, even if virtually. The 
elementary school held its fall Pumpkin Parade which was a success. Mr. Scranton hosted the 
Great Acorn Contest. Students are meeting with teachers and small groups both to socialize and 
to express their concerns about life during a pandemic. Please remember that we have Ms. Mathis, 
our school social worker, available to help with any social or emotional needs, as well. 
  
You can see that we are all doing a lot!  But there is always more to be done. We appreciate your 
help and support, since we are all in this together.  I am still available to meet and drink tea with 
you, even if it is a virtual meeting. Let’s continue to do our best to support one another, and 
hopefully, this will all be over soon, and we can return to school again as normal! 
  
Your principal, 
John Kara 
 
2020 Book Fair 
 
My name is Stephanie Rubin, I am the librarian at TMSA.  As you are aware our annual Scholastic 
Book Fair is in October.  This year the fair dates are Friday, November sixth through November 
nineteenth. We will be hosting an online fair only. Scholastic has put together a wonderful virtual 
shopping experience. You will be able to shop the Scholastic Fall flier, the Scholastic store and you 
will be able to walk through and browse all of the shelves in the cases at a virtual book fair. 
 
I have already experienced what this shopping experience is like and I have to tell you, except for 
smelling and touching the books, the experience is really neat.  You can take books off of the 
shelves and browse through them at your leisure while never having to think about putting the 
books back where you found them if they are not a good “book fit" for you.  If you love the book 
and it is a good fit, simply drop it in your cart.     
 
In past years it went without saying that the TMSA library benefitted from the book fair.  This year, 
I am asking you to register an online account in advance of the fair so that your purchases will 
once again benefit our K-12 library.  
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If you are already familiar with Scholastic online shopping, that's great.  I do ask you to log in and 
switch from your previous school to Triangle Math and Science Academy in Cary, NC. 
 
If you do not have an account with Scholastic, this next part is for you.  I will walk you through 
how to set up an online account with Scholastic.  I promise :) that this will only take two minutes.  
 
1. Search Scholastic book fairs. 
 
2. You will now be on the home page.  There is a red line across the top. On the red line, there is 
an emoji of a head in a circle. Click on the head and follow the prompts.  
 
I really appreciate all of you taking the time to do this step. 
 
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/tmsa 
   
Please check out the fair and reach out to me with any questions or concerns. 
 
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage/home_volunteer_form.jsp 
 
With peace, 
 
Stephanie Rubin 

 
Pictures for the Yearbook 
 

The yearbook is going to be one to remember!!  Be on the lookout for an 
email and Google Form from Mrs. Wood.  She is the Elementary Yearbook 
Adviser this year and is counting on us to send in pictures of our wonderful 
TMSA Tigers!!  A few pictures she is going to request from parents:   
1st Day of School, Students with their pets, Pumpkin Palooza Parade, 
Learning at home, and more!!!  The pictures will be collected using a 
Google Form that she will send out.  Please do not send her pictures 
directly.  
 
Happy Picture Taking! 
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Don't miss out!  Order your Elementary Yearbook for the 2020-2021 school year.   
The cost is $25! It’s gonna be one to remember!!!! 

Click here to order: TMSA Elementary Yearbook 
 
Club Time Change 
Rise & Read with Ms. Gibbs will still be every Wednesday morning but with a new time! We will 
begin at 8:30 am in an effort to accommodate more friends’ schedules.  
During Rise & Read students will be able to sit back and relax while joining Ms. Gibbs for a 
morning read aloud! So bring your breakfast, a reading buddy, or just bring yourself and let’s start 
our day off by enjoying a story together! Join in the fun by using the code bgibbs. 

 
Pumpkin Investigations 
Mrs. Sevilla’s kindergarten 
class has been 
investigating pumpkins. 
They talked about a 
pumpkin life cycle, drew 
and labeled pumpkins, 
and cut open a pumpkin 
to see inside. 
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THIRD GRADERS VOTE! 
For two weeks, the students in Mrs. Sgammato's Third Grade class has been learning about our 
country, the Constitution, Bill of Rights, Amendments, the US elections, voting rights, popular and 
electoral votes.  
On Thursday, October 29, 2020 the students cast their votes in a mock United States Presidential 
election coordinated by Studies Weekly, the Social Studies Curriculum used at school. All the 
students were excited and proud to be casting their votes.  
It has been exhilarating to see the students interest and listen to their questions regarding our 
country's government structures. I am proud of this group of students and hope they carry this 
enthusiasm for the election process forward as they become adult voters.  
 
Room on the Broom 

First graders in Mrs. 
Hemendinger’s class participated 
in a week long STEM activity 
centered around the book “Room 
on the Broom”. The problem in 
the story was that the broom 
was just too small and weak to fit 
all the characters. The students 
went through the entire 
Engineering Design Process to 
design a new broom for the 

characters, and find a solution to the problem using only straws, tape, scissors, and pumpkin 
candies to represent the characters. We have some future engineers on our hands! 
 

 
 
4th and 5th Grade STEM 
 
The 4th and 5th grade STEM students have been learning how to use Google tools to create 
design plans of pumpkin patches. Once they created their plans they built them out of clay to 
match their design and then presented them to the class.  Awesome job 4th and 5th grade! 
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What’s Happening in K-5?  

Virtual learning at TMSA is going pretty well! Do you have pictures of your child learning with 
their class from home? Do you have a shout out for a student or a fabulous teacher? Send your 
pictures or shout outs to Miss Griffin, cgriffin@tmsacademy.org. In your email, please include your 
child/children’s name, grade, and homeroom teacher. Your picture or shout out may be featured 
in the next Elementary School Newsletter! 

 
 

We would like to congratulate our students of the month for October. The character trait the 
teachers recognized was Respect. We appreciate their hard work and dedication in class. 

Congratulations to the following: 

Grade Student 

Kindergarten 
Tyler R. 

Preston F. 
Aaryan A. 

 
 

 

1st 

Prithvi M. 
Justin M. 
Vibhu G. 

 
 
 

 

2nd 

Joseph H. 
Evangelyn 

K. 
Emily Y. 

 
 

 

 

3rd 

Eli I. 
Prateik B. 
Agrima S. 
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4th 

Lilly M. 
Anshika A. 

Lucy L. 

 
 
 

 

5th 

Salem S. 
Srikar T. 
Tawqir S. 

 
 
 

 

TMSA Elementary After School Clubs  

Several teachers have volunteered to host virtual after school clubs in order for students to have 
more opportunities for socialization.  Clubs are set to begin next week, beginning on Monday, 
September 14. The details about each club are listed below. We hope that your child will consider 
joining one of our clubs! Please contact the teacher(s) directly if you have a questions about a 
club.  

Club Name Teacher(s) 
Grade 
level(s) Zoom code Day and time Details about the club 

Book Club 
Myers & 
Gibbs 3-5 melissamyers 

Every Monday 

2:00-2:30 

Students will build upon their 
love of reading by participating in 
a book club community. We will 
read stories and have enriching 
discussions about the books that 
we read. 

Roblox or 
Minecraft Ms. Clark K-5 suclark 

Every Tuesday  

2:00-2:30 

Play, have fun, and talk. Students 
can ask any questions or talk 
about any concerns they would 
like to discuss. 

Cooking/Baking 
Club 

Mrs. 
Hemendinger 
& Miss 
Griffin K-5 themendinger 

Every Tuesday 

2:35-3:05 

Students will watch, learn, and 
create recipes they can make at 
home. They can cook and bake 
along with us or simply just 
watch and learn. Students will be 
given all the recipes beforehand 
so they can prep ingredients, or 
they can use the recipes again 
after watching the demonstration 
to become little chefs at home. 

Yoga Club Ms. Ailerson 4 -5 jailerson 

Every Thursday 

2:00-2:30 
Kids gentle yoga flow with warm 
ups and meditation practices. 
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Play Date 
Friday 

Mrs. 
Eskintan K-3 zeskintan 

Every Friday 

2-2:30 

Meeting set for children to play 
together (possible future tea 
parties, puppet show, block 
building, and games) 

 

PBIS & Tiger PAWS 

As explained in the last newsletter, TMSA Elementary uses the PBIS System called Tiger PAWS to 
teach and reinforce positive behavior traits.  Our PBIS uses the Tiger PAWS matrix to explain 
expected student behaviors while in the classroom, in the hallways, at specials, on the bus, etc. 
The PAWS letters stand for Practice respect to others and property, Always be kind in your 
actions and words, Work responsibly and do your best, and Stay safe by following rules and 
directions. By teaching these behaviors to students and positively reinforcing them, students learn 
how to be better students, to respect others, and to be safe students.  Each week, our K-5 
teachers nominate students they feel have demonstrated Tiger PAWS behaviors.  Winners are 
chosen for grades K-1; 2-3, and 4-5.   

TMSA Tiger PAWS Winners for the past two weeks were: 

Week Grades K-1 Grades 2-3 Grades 4-5 

OCT. 3O Gabriella P. Prateik B. Elisa B. 

NOV. 6 Anagh B. Husayn P. Jacob L. 

Congratulations to our Tiger PAWS winners! 

Keep up the grrrrrrrreat work! 
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TMSA Home Visits 

One of the ways that TMSA differs from others schools is by its Home Visitation Program. TMSA 
staff will visit you and your children at your home, if you would like. Visits can also be arranged at 
another location such as a restaurant or other public location. The visits are short (20-30 
minutes) and informal.  The 
TMSA Parent/Teacher Home Visit 
Project is a model of family 
engagement that has been proven 
to build trust and respect between 
families and staff. The increased 
communication, trust and support 
between families and teachers via 
home visits result in increased 
student attendance rates, increased 
student test scores, and decreased 
suspension and expulsion rates. 
Home visits also provide a positive 
opportunity to meet federal and 
state mandates that families be meaningfully informed of their child’s academic standing. In fact, 
the home visit model is recognized by the US Department of Education as a high-impact strategy 
for family engagement. 
We follow these core practices: 

·         Visits are always voluntary for educators and families and arranged in advance. 
·         The focus of the visit is relationship-building; we discuss hopes and dreams. 
·         Visits are made to a cross-section of students; no particular group of students is 
singled out. 
·         Educators conduct visits in pairs and use what they learn to help improve 
relationship building with their students. 

If you would like to sign up for a home visit, contact your child’s teacher(s) or dean. 
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Easy Ways to Support TMSA 

 

Don't forget to relink your Harris Teeter grocery store card this year so you can 
continue to support TMSA.  Harris Teeter Together in Education donates a 
portion of what you spend back to us. Just add TMSA on your account page or 

use code 1765 to begin! Also, if you shop at smile.amazon.com and choose 
Triangle Math & Science Academy as your charity, a portion of the purchases you make through 
Amazon Smile are donated to the school. Additionally, you can download the new Box Tops for 
Education App! Box Tops for Education is transitioning to an all-digital program.  Download the 
app and scan your store receipts whenever you see the new symbol on the product. If the old clip-
out label is still on the product, cut it out and bring it to school.  Students can give box tops to 
their homeroom teachers. TMSA can earn 10 cents per box top, so whether you scan or clip, 
please participate in the Box Tops for Education program and support our school! 

 

 

 

 

 


